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PREFACE. 



These pages are intended as a supplement to the 
works of Palej, Chalmers, and other writers on 
the Evidences of the Gospel. They undertake to 
deal with a branch of this Evidence to which 
these writers have little more than alluded. What 
the nature of it is I cannot better express gener- 
ally than in the following words : ^' I am now 
more apprehensive than heretofore of the necessity 
of well grounding men in their religion, and es- 
pecially the witness of the indwelling Spirit, for 
I more sensibly perceive that the Spirit is the 
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vi Preface, 

great witness for Christ and Christianity in the 
world. And, though the folly of fanatics long 
tempted me to overlook the strength of this tes^ 
timony while they placed it in certain internal 
affections, and enthusiastic inspiration, yet now 
I see that the Holy Grhost is in another manner 
the witness of Christ and His agent in the world. 
The Spirit in the Prophets was His first witness, 
and the Spirit by miracles was the second, and 
the Spirit by renovation, sanctification, and illu- 
mination, and consolation, assimilating the soul to 
Christ and Heaven, is the continual witness to all 
true believers. And therefore imgodly persons 
have a great disadvantage in their resisting temp- 
tations to unbelief, and it is no wonder if Christ be 
a stumbling-block to the Jews and to the Gentiles 
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Preface. vii 

foolishness." (Richard Baxter, Narrative of his 
life aad Times, in Wordsworth, " Ecel. Biog.,*' 
1st Ed., vol. v., page 568). 

These words of this excellent Christian have 
sunk deeply into my mind ; they are the result of 
a life of long experience and a ministry of emi- 
nent success. Moreover, all serious Christians 
with whom I have conversed, so far as I can learn 
from them, are prepared to report their experience 

as the same. The more do I wonder that, among 
the many controversial weapons which are used at 
the present day against the increased and ever- 
increasing enemies of our Faith, the appeal to the 
most satisfactory of all evidence is so little pro- 
minent. It is acknowledged and occasionally 
referred to : but I know few manuals, if any, in 
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which it is methodically opened and made the 
subject of a distinct examination. This must be 
mj apology for the following little Treatise, 

which, with this explanation, I now submit to 
the reader. 
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THE 

EXPERIMENTAL EVIDENCE 

OP 

THE GOSPEL. 



CHAPTEE I. 

PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONS. 

The Gospel consists in a declaration that Ghod 
has made man the offer of eternal life through Je- 
sus Christ. This declaration implies two things: 
(1) that He has made us the offer of this life, (2) 
that He imparts it to us through Jesus Christ. 
So that, according to the Gospel, the thing which 
God offers is eternal life, and the means by which 
He provides us with it is Jesus Christ, It is upon 
the question of the connexion of these means with 
this offer the proof of the reKgion depends. If it 
can be shown that this connexion is real, the reli- 
gion is true. There are two ways by which its 

B 
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2 Ea^erimental Evidence of the Gospel. 

reality may be demonstrated : either from sources 
which are distinct from the members of the relation 
(the means or the end), which is, commonly speak- 
ing, called external or internal eyidence, or else 
from one or both of the members themselves. It 
is with the latter of these ways we have now to 
do. Our object is to inquire whether we have any 
way of evincing from the members of this rela- 
tion that there is such a connexion between them. 
This has been called, and is, properly speaking, 
"experimental evidence," because our judgment is 
herein founded, not on the mediation of proofs 
which speak to the things, but our personal obser- 
vation of the things themselves. But we must 
first settle the meaning which the Declaration 
ajinexes to its terms. We cannot inquire into the 
truth or falsehood of a relation till this is ascer- 
tained, otherwise we may be inquiring about a 
totally different relation of things. It is a neces- 
sary preliminary, therefore, to any such inquiry 
to settle the meaning which the Declaration an- 
nexes to its own terms. I begin with inquiring 
the meaning it annexes to the end which is Life. 
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CHAPTEE II. 

WHAT IS THE LIFE WHICH THE GOSPEL 
OFFERS ? 

This must be settled before anything else; for, 
if the question turns on a mutual adaptation of a * 
species of life, and the means of it — if the term 
which designates the former according to the sense 
of the declaration itself be not fixed, it is plain 
we are prosecuting our inquiries in the dark. 
Now, if we read the statements of the Gospel 
on this point with any moderate degree of atten- 
tion, I think we cannot fail to see that the Life 
it supposes does not consist in a mere existence, 
nor even in a happy state of existence, but in a 
new relation, or, more properly speaking, a re- 
newal of relations between us and Grod — in 
Gospel language — "A fellowship between us" 
[Him and us]. I select the following passages 
as sufiBcient to show that this is the view of Life 
and Death which the Gospel takes : — 

B 2 
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4 Experimental Evidence of the Gospel. 

" God is not the God of the dead, but of the 
Kving;" "for aU live unto Him" (Matt. xxii. 32 ; 
Luke XX. 38). Christ here says the reason 
Abraham is said to be alive is because he lives 
unto God. Therefore, in His view, none are 
alive who have not this life. 

" And this is life eternal, that they might know 
Thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom 
Thou hast sent" (John xvii. 3). When Christ 
defines life. He makes it consist in an enlightened 
intercourse with God ; that is to say, such an 
intercourse as is maintained with Him by the 
means which His Gospel ofiers, 

" The dead shall hear the voice of the Son of 
God" (Johnv. 25). "Let the dead burjr their 
dead" (Matt. viii. 22). "You hath He quickened, 
who were dead in trespasses and sins" (Eph. 
ii. 1). " She that liveth in pleasure is dead while 
sheliveth" (1 Tim. v. 6). 

A comparison of the terms or context of these 
passages will be enough to show that "Death" 
is used in them in a converse sense to " Life" in 
the others. Let it also be remembered that these 
are only specimen passages. Any one who con- 
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Experimental Emdence of the Gospel^ 5 

suits a concordance may find several others to the 
same purpose. I apprehend, then, that very few 
will be disposed to dispute the assertion that Life 
and Death, according to the definition of the Gos- 
pel, consist respectively in a state of connexion 
with or separation from God, The point, how- 
ever, to which I would wish to solicit the reader's 
attention is somewhat difierent, viz., that wheti the 
Gospel says soj it means no figure. M.ajij seem to 
consider it means no more. But this is not by 
any means so clear as some seem to suppose. 
For what is life P What, according to the least 
figurative use of the word, do we consider it to 
mean P When we have nothing figurative at all 
in our thoughts, do we not regard everything as 
dead or alive, according as it fulfils or falls short 
of the standard of life for which its powers were 
formed ? Thus, if a vegetable does not feel pain 
or pleasure, no one would think of saying it was 
dead; for nothing of the kind was formed for any 
such purpose. But if it droops its leaves and 
withers, every one would say so ; for it was made 
for such purposes. And, again, if a dimib animal 
were not to reason, no one would say it was there- 
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6 Experimental Evidence of the Gospel. 

fore dead; for who would expect an ox or a horse 
to reason or to reflect? for nothing of the kind was 
ever made to do so. But if its body were in- 
sensible to pleasure, pain, or any other feeling, 
every one would say that this was death; for 
everything of the kind has these feelings as long 
as it lives. But if a human being can neither 
remember nor reflect, — ^if his reason has suffered 
an eclipse — ^has dwindled into imbecility, total 
imbecility, so that he cannot perform his duties in 
life, or even recognize his nearest firiends, — how 
do we look upon him P As a living agent ? Cer- 
tainly not ; but as a thing without a soul — ^buried, 
if not dead. Yes, dead ; for his intellect is dead. 
And surely this is as much a part of him as any 
of the members of his body are. If these were 
paralyzed or useless, would it be as a figure we 
should say they were dead? By no means. 
And, therefore, when we say his intellectual life 
is dead, we mean no figure. And if these were 
the only functions man was made to fcdfil, then 
the person who was perfect in them might well 
be said to be alive. But are they his only func- 
tions ? Are they his highest ? There are not a 
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few who say they axe. But every one must admit 
one thing, viz., that the Q^ospel at least supposes 
that they are not — that it supposes him to be 
capable of others, these others being those upon 
which his intercourse with his Maker depends. 
This is his spiritual life ; this is the life of God 
in his soul: the object of our present inquiry. 
Therefore, by the same rule by which a vegetable 
or anything else which ftdfils not the purposes for 
which it was formed, without any manner of 
figure, is dead. So those who have not this life 
(supposing its reality), though they have all 
other, are dead, and that without any figure at 
all. I do not assume the reality of such a life ; 
I only say that a book which asserts it cannot oaU 
the absence of it death in a figurative only, and 
not a literal sense. In consistency with this 
view, those who have not this life have none at 
all. Therefore, according to this view, they are 
literally dead. So the Gospel designates them, 
and multiplies every expression to designate 
their condition as such: "dead," "twice dead," 
"plucked up by the roots," "dead in trespasses 
and sins." 
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8 JEaperimental Evidence of the Gospel. 

This, then, is the life which the Gospel speaks 
of, and it is between it and no other the question 
is to be settled, whether the required connexion 
with the means assigned exists. 
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CHAPTEE ni. 

THE TEKM WHICH DESIGNATES THE MEAN, 

I SHOULD here proceed to examine the meaning 
the G-ospel annexes to the Term that designates 
the Mean — Jesus Christ — but that it is so plain 
there can be no ambiguity about it. He is the 
historical and (according to the Gospel) divine 
Person to whom that name is commonly applied. 
I proceed, therefore, now to the main subject of 
our inquiry, which is — 

CHAPTEE IV. 

WHETHER WE HAVE ANY WAY OF EVINCING FROM 
THE MEMBERS OF THE RELATION THAT THERE 
IS SUCH A CONNEXION BETWEEN THEM. 

If the life of man consists in the possession of 
Grod, it follows that to inquire the way by which 
God imparts it to us is in other words to inquire 
the way by which He imparts to us Himself. 
Now Christ tells us iJi? is this way, and that the 
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10 Experimental Evidence of the Gospel. 

reason why He is so is because He takes away 
our sins. It is true that this latter point is only 
an article of faith, and therefore has a claim on 
our faith only so far, and no farther, than the 
Revelation which contains it. But one thing is 
certain, whether we accept this Revelation or reject 
it, namely, that if God bestows on us this Life, He 
bestows it by some means ; and another thing is 
also certain, that if by any, by such as take away 
sin. The former, because He never works without 
some means ; the latter, because any means which 
would give the Life whereof we speak, and not 
take away the remembrance of sin, would be a 
notion inconsistent with itself. The Life whereof 
we speak is the " fellowship " of God with man. 
But His fellowship with him and His remem- 
brance of his sin are things inconsistent with 
each other. He cannot both have fellowship and 
not have fellowship with him at the same time. 
One might as well talk of a circle with imeven 
radii, or a triangle whose angles were more or 
less than two right angles, or anything else that 
does not agree with itself. This might not be 
inconsistent with another kind of life ; but it is ^ 
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plain, from the definition of it, it cannot but be bo 
with the life whereof we speak. It is very true 
that what is an article of faith ought to be asserted 
on no other authority than the Revelation which 
contains it. But what is Revelation and what 
flows from the definition of a thing are separate 
things; and therefore I think they ought to be 
Cfiupefiilly kept separate. That God bestows upon 
us the gift of life, that this life is such as we have 
spoken of (chap, ii.), that it is in His Son, 
that the way by which He imparts it to us is by 
the sacrifice of Himself, that by this sacrifice He 
cleanses us from all sin, presents us without spot, 
wrinkle, blemish, or any such thing, and that 
therefore by this "new and living way" — the 
way of the sacrifice of Himself — ^we have access 
into the Holiest of all. All these things may be 
distinct articles of Revelation. But that if God 
bestows this life. He bestows it by some means, 
and these means such as put an end to sin ; that 
is to say. His remembrance of it. These two 
things flow from the necessity of the case. 
Whether the thing defined exists is another 
matter ; we speak only of the consequences of the 
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12 Experimental Emdence of the Gospel. 

definition; and thus far concerning those conse- 
quences, so far as the disposition of God towards 
us is concerned. 

But if this life is what we have supposed it 
to be, it supposes our sin to be taken away, as 
well as His remembrance of it. This also 
follows from the necessity, the hypothesis of 
the case, and without any Eevelation. For if the 
Life in question be a fellowship between Him and 
us, it must suppose our love to Him as much as 
His to us. But sin is enmity against Him. 
Therefore, to speak of our sin and fellowship with 
Him at the same time is an inconsistency similar 
to that I have supposed above. We need not a 
revelation from Heaven to tell us that " if we say 
we have fellowship with Him, and walk in dark- 
ness, we lie, and do not the truth.'* The notion 
itself is inconsistent with itself: one might as well 
talk of a square circle. On the supposition, then, 
of this life, it is as necessary therefore that He 
bring us to Him as bring Himself to us. But 
the mean by which He does so is another matter. 
What is this mean P It is upon the authenticity 
of the answer to this question that our argu- 
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ment depends. The Grospel says it is Jesus 
Christ. It, says He is the way by which God 
reconciles Himself to ns. It says He is also the 
mean by which God attaches ns to Him. We 
are not in the mind of God, and therefore cannot 
tell (I mean by any feelings of ours) whether the 
first of these things is true. But we are in our 
own minds, and therefore we can tell whether the 
second is so. But if the second is true, it is more 
than probable the first is so too. But is the 
second true P Has the thought of Jesus a power 
proper to itself, and able for* some reason to 
attach us to God ? Now, this is what each must 
decide for himself. And if his decision should be 
in the affirmative, then he has the strongest pos- 
sible pledge that the other assertion which the 
Gospel makes concerning this mean is also true, 
viz., that it reconciles God to us. But how can 
we test the effect of this faith unless we first 
have it ? And if it depends on the result of the 
experiment, to do so before the experiment is 
made is an anachronism. 

♦ I iBiiii not at liberty here to assume what I believe that 
reason to be, namely, the power of the Holy Spirit working in it 
and by it. 
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True. If we had no proofs antecedent to this 
experiment, for a person to beKeve before it was 
made, in order to test the success of the belief, 
would be not necessarily to believe a lie, but to form 
his opinions on principles, indifferent to their false- 
hood or truth. But this is just what the Gospel 
does not require us to do. It supplies outward 
proofs, which many wise men consider conclusive, 
which no one says have nothing in them. And 
having this warrant for belief, at least to a cer- 
tain degree, he is quite consistent in testing the 
results, which, if satisfactory, may well complete 
his faith. And here appears the mistake of those 
who deprecate the outward proofs of the Gospel. 
They do so because they say it ought to be be- 
lieved because of what we feel within m; just 
as if the two things were opposed to each other. 
The one contributes to the other ; yea, both are 
necessary to each other. To oppose them would 
be equally wise with opposing meat and drink, or 
other things equally necessary, either in object or 
existence. Thus mistaken is the opposition which 
some make between the outward proofs of the 
Gospel and that which we feel within us. There 
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is no opposition between them. The witness of 
the Father and the witness of the Spirit are mutu- 
ally supporting and necessary to each other. The 
works which Jesus Christ did in His Father's name 
— these, He tells us, were the witness which the 
Father bare to Him : and he that " believeth on 
the Son of God has a witness in himself." This 
is the witness of the Spirit. This is that Inward 
Witness of which we now speak, and to which I 
now appeal. And I do not think I reason in any 
circle by doing so. For having, as I have, the 
witness of the Father to appeal to, if all will not 
believe it, I call upon all to test it. Moreover, 
from this consideration also appears the equity of 
the law of Faith. It depends upon proof ; but 
the proof is not like the proof of other things. 
They depend upon research ; this upon practice. 
They upon something that has nothing to do with 
the inclination of the heart. But the experiment 
whereof we speak supposes the effort to be good. 
So that he who makes not this experiment, what- 
ever other advantages he may have, wants a most 
— I think I do not overstate when I say the most — 
important of all the points of evidence necessary 
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for forming his opinion. Therefore, it is not 
shrewdness, but goodness, that determines the 
judgment to the mark here. And is it not right 
it should be so in a question the determination 
of which goes so far to determine our connexion 
with our Maker ? Is it not well arranged by Gk)d, 
that the proof should be as much from within as 
from without, and that the trying soul in this case 
should be the soul that is trying to be good ? But 
the goodness that follows is due to the trial that 
is made, and not to the faith, of which there has 
been made a trial. 

I answer, that is just the point you have 
to determine. If on trial you find you have 
indeed made proficiency, but that the pro- 
ficiency is due to another cause — ^that you are 
indebted for it, not to the faith of which you 
have made the trial, but to the trial you have 
made of the faith — or if to the faith, to some- 
thing not proper to itself, but common to 
it, and what your own reason might conclude 
— ^the belief in a God, the hopes and fears of a 
hereafter, or anything else, for which,, however 
true, you are not to it indebted — ^but not to that 
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^ ■■■ ' 1 I. . . I , , — 

which is peculiax to it, not to the thought of 
Jesus, that in this you have found nothing puri- 
fying, nothing soul - sustaining, . nothing that 
brings you one degree nearer to God, — then in- 
deed you have not only no reason to admit this 
article of proof, of which we speak, but you have 
this very reason to question the external evidence 
which induced you to try. But, then, the experi- 
ment must first be made, before you can pronounce 
thus, at first hand and from personal knowledge. 
As a Christian, I believe, if fqirly made, it will in- 
fallibly end in the recognition of the means. But 
even were I not a Christian, as a man I should 
object to the conclusion being drawn against those 
means before the experiment has been made. And 
from the same consideration, I think it will also ap- 
pear that the proof of the Gospel is one of a species 
that least of all admits of appearing in its full 
force in controversy. If it appear to advantage 
there, it cannot be by the putting forth of all its 
force. And the reason is because its strongest 
proof is a relative one, depending not on itself, 
but on the determination of its judges to make a 
trial of it. But it is not every one of them who is 

c 
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likely to do so — ^and for this very obvious reason, 
that it is not the many, hit the few, who are 
ever likely to try to be good. So that, in this 
respeet, the means of which we speak is like- 
a ohemioal -principle, which is judged by testi- 
mony as distinct from experiment, which may 
be a satisfactory proof, but no one would say the 
utmost it was capable of yielding, and, therefore, 
not the fairest or the best. For in experimental 
matters, experiment is the proper proof; and 
others are desirable only in the absence of it, or 
in order to induce us to make it. Now, the things 
of which we speak are experimental. 
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CHAPTEE V. 

FACTS AND TESTIMONIES. 

Our point is to show that the thought of Jesus 
has great power to re-attaoh the soul to Grod. The 
fair way of deciding this question is, as I have 
said, for a person to try its effects upon himself. 
It is only in default of this, and as an inducement 
to it, that I submit to the reader the following 
"facts and testimonies." By them, as by an 
experimental test (but only as next best to his own 
experience), I hope to prove the same point to his 
satis&ction. The way I propose to do so is by the 
establishment of the two following propositions : 
(1) The Gospel is a means of extensive conversion 
to a better life of great masses of men ; (2) It 
produces these effects, not by general considera- 
tions of religion and morahty, but by the par- 
ticular thought which itseK declares that Grod 
has selected as His appointed mean to re-attach 
the soul to Him — ^the thought of Jesus, I think, 

c 2 
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if these two propositions be satisfactorily made 
out, our point is proTed. 

I. First, then, I am to bring evidence to show 
that " the Gospel is a means of extensive conver- 
sion to a better life of great masses of men." 

I prefer for this purpose to take no distant 
facts, but those which are within our reach — our 
own country, our own time. I omit the evidence 
of past ages and distant lands, not because I am 
disposed to undervalue its weight, but because I 
fear many would fail to appreciate it. The 
generality of people are disposed to pay more 
attention to those things which fall within the 
reach of their own time and circumstances, be- 
cause (which is indeed very true) they are more 
open to their examination. Let, therefore, the 
time be our own day, and the locality the metro- 
polis of the country in which we live. From 
within these limits, then, I hope to bring forward 
sufficient proof to show that the Gospel has been 
" the means of extensive conversion to a better 
life of great masses of men." 

My first witness whom I shall produce to this 
purpose is Mr. W. J. Orsman, whose pamphlet. 
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"After Office Hours," ought to be in the hands of 
every one who is concerned for the ameKoration 
of the population of the metropolis of his country. 
Even a cursory view of it will go far to confirm 
the truth of the position, that the Gospel is the 
only agency to be relied upon to produce any 
change worth speaking of upon the masses of 
mankind, and how far in this respect it excels 
all the workings of legislative enactments, and all 
the schemes of merely inteUeotual education which 
human ingenuity can devise. Our first witness is 
not a man of power and position, but a plain 
Christian, who holds a situation, I believe, in the 
Post Office. But with nothing but his sling and 
his stone — ^his Bible in his hand, and his love of 
his Saviour and his neighbour in his heart — ^he 
has done more for one of the most degraded dis- 
tricts of our metropolis than any power or expense 
unsupported by such means coxild do. The ques- 
tion is whether it is he that has done it, or the 
Power of which he is the agent. The sphere of 
this good man's labour is what is called " Golden 
Lane." For those of my readers who have pot 
had the pleasure of witnessing this locality, I 
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Bubjoin his own description of it, as it may enable 
them to judge to what extent it afforded the hope 
of spiritual suooess or moral reformation. 

" Golden Lane is not a loyely lane. It is on 
the east side of the Charterhouse, contiguous to 
the weU-known Whiteoross Street Prison, and the 
better-known Bunhill Fields, where lay the 
saintly dust of Bunyan, Isaac Watts, and many 
others. Golden Lane was once peopled by the 
merchant princes of the Ciiy. Even a house 
bearing Queen Elizabeth's royal arms, and said 
to have been used by her, still remtdns, used as 
a chandler's shop. Squalor, wretchedness, and 
misery now haunt the place. The scum of 
London are found here, side by side with decent 
poverty, and nearly every room in every house 
is occupied by a family. Golden Lane stands in 
the centre of a perfect labyrinth of courts and 
alleys, which are worse than any we have seen 
in England or on the Continent. 

^' In the centre of this mass of human life, the 
population being estimated at 20,000 persons, is 
a large block of buildings erected by Mr. A. J. 
Yieweg, known as the City Baths and Model 
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Lodging-houses. During the last fiye years we 
have rented a part of these premises, in whioh 
our religious, educational, and benevolent work 
has been carried on. The Grolden Lane humanity 
is at its worst, and crime itself at its lowest, 
dirtiest, and slimiest ebb of degradation." 

This- was the place as he found ii Now wit- 
ness the effects of his work. 

" "We shall presentiy show, to use the states- 
man's figure, the 'ships, the grappling-hooks, and 
the tackling,' by which we are seeking to rescue 
from this sea of vice hidden but priceless and 
immortal treasures. It seemed a hopeless task a 
short time ago to lower down the iron grapnel 
to grope along the dark floor of the Atlantic for 
a cable no bigger than a stem of seaweed; but 
the effort was made with cQmplete success. But 
there is nothing hopeless in seeking to save those 
who are lost. Li the worst of men there is a 
chord that Christian kindness and pity can reach, 
and awaken to responsive tones ; the most aban- 
doned are not beyond the reach of what Dr. 
Chalmers called the * omnipotence of loving- 
kindness.' By the help of God, we have put 
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down the Gospel net, and brought up the *loBt * 
of society, not by ones and twos, but by scores. 
What all the paraphernalia of the law could not 
effect — ^namely, the prevention of crime and the 
regeneration of the degraded inhabitants of 
Golden Lane — ^the Gospel is acooBaplishing. The 
noisy, blasphemous tongues of the profane have 
been made to sing praises to God. Drunkards, 
casting from them the intoxicating cup, have 
taken the cup of salvation ; thieves have become 
honest, and the revengeful forgiving ; haunts of 
vice have been converted into houses of prayer ; 
abodes of misery and wretchedness have been 
transformed into the tabernacles of rejoicing; and 
scores who were the riaves of sin, the drudges of 
the devil, and the veriest dregs of sodety, have 
been ^washed and cleansed and sanctified,' and 
from being ringleaders in crime, have become 
the warm friends and unflinching champions of 
Christ and His cause." 

These are his own words, to be sure ; but I have 
more than his own words to quote. 

^'This Bagged School and Mission, to whose 
claims to public support attention has on more 
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than one occasion been directed in our columns, is 
situated in the centre of that intricate network of 
courts and alleys which lies in the immediate vici- 
nity of the Charterhouse, on the east side of Alders- 
gate Street. The district is inhabited by a population 
perhaps the lowest and poorest in the metropolis. 
The good which this Mission has done since its 
establishment is considerable ; but it has scarcely 
received that aid from the public of which the 
work it has in hand would seem to be worthy. It 
had to deal with a community in which ignorance, 
intoxication, and depravity of every description 
prevailed to a deplorable extent; and although 
it cannot, after six years of incessant toil, boast 
that it has eradicated those evils, yet it can point 
to hundreds of instances in which men, women, 
and children have been led into a better way of 
life under its influence. Golden Lane no longer 
presents those scenes of riot and disorder which it 
did some years ago ; but there remains much to 
be done before the condition of its inhabitants will 
cease to be a reproach to us as a civilized nation." 
{The Times, Dec. 1868.) 
^^ A few years ago it was nearly impossible for a 
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decently-attired person to have proceeded through 
Gt)lden Lane after dark without being exposed to 
the danger of insult or even violence. Now it is 
otherwise ; the numerous ameliorative social and 
religious agencies busily at work in the neighbour- 
hood have tended to produce this beneficial result.'^ 
{Daily News.) 

Again, I say, look at both pictures, and say 
whether this effect does not require an explanation. 
Could it be produced without a cause P And is 
there any cause, under Gk)d, more likely than that 
which Mr. Orsman states to be the basis of his 
teaching P " "We teach emphatically that there is 
none other name under heaven, save the name of 
Jesus Christ, whereby we can be saved. The for- 
giveness of sins, according to the riches of His 
grace, by the power of the Holy Spirit, is the 
basis of our teaching." 

And this is not a single instance ; others, on the 
same large scale, might also be produced. Take 
the following, which are the effects of the same 
kind of agency, in another part of the metro- 
polis: — 

'' Sabbath trading still carried on to a great 
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extent on my district in Lambeth Walk ; but, 
thanks be to God, there are signs of improvement, 
which are very encouraging. On my own district 
there are 57 shops of all kinds, of a poor, low 
description ; 19, or one-third, of them are closed 
on the Lord's-day. 

"In Lambeth Walk there are 203 shops; 101 
of these are closed now every Lord's-day, 102 are 
open ; but I do not find one-half the number of 
people in the Walk during the past year that 
there used to be. Now, in making this encour- 
aging statement, I am positive I am below the 
mark. Attribute this fact to whatever cause you 
may, it is truth, and shows that God is blessing 
the labours and efforts of all His people, and that 
the little leaven is leavening the whole lump. 
If you ask me how I know this, I answer, I have 
been, at the lowest calculation, above twenty-five 
times on Sabbath mornings in Lambeth Walk, 
delivering the notices for the theatres, 3,000 in 
number, and religious tracts also, 1,500, and on 
other occasions for special purposes; and I was 
astonished at times to see the fewness of the people 
who were there. Besides, those I conversed with 
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made similar observations to my own; and, by 
frequent observation, I became confirmed in the 
fact that there was not half the number that there 
used to be on Sunday mornings.' " (Report of Com- 
mittee for Special Services in Theatres, quoted by 
Eev. J. H. Wilson's Brands Pliicked from the 
Burning^ pp. 64, 55.) 

But if we would dxily estimate the effects of 
Gospel agency in such a city as London, it is not 
so much by localities as by classes we should judge 
them. This is for a very obvious reason; not 
only because of the generally shifting character of 
the population, but also because the very reason 
which ameliorates particxilar individuals makes 
them change their habitation. Is a person whose 
character has undergone a high degree of refor- 
mation likely to continue any longer than he can 
help in such localities as we have just described P 
Is it not plain that one of the first things such a 
person would wish to do would be to change his 
abode to a more respectable situation, and out of 
the reach of the circle and influence that sur- 
rounded him P There can be little doubt that in 
most cases he would be glad to do so, if he were 
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able. And, as some improvement of circumstances 
generally follows improvement of character, he 
not unfrequently is able ; and, therefore, this very 
often is the case. But this is what makes the 
effects we speak of (though they do appear) less 
visible than they otherwise would be. The truth 
of this matter is well expressed in the words of a 
London City Missionary, who had worked for ten 
years, with more than usual success, a very bad 
district in St. George's-in-the-East. " I am sur- 
prised," he writes, " in looking back on ten years' 
labour, to see how little result here exists. And ♦ 
yet God has greatly blessed my efforts. I can 
hardly tell the number of the fallen that have been 
reclaimed by me, and yet the number of the fallen 
in the district is rather more than less than at first. 
Marriage was scarcely known ten years since. 
At least fifty couples living in sin have been per- 
suaded by me to marry, many of whom are now 
members of Christian Churches. But there seems 
little alteration in this respect. I do not think I 
found more than one family who attended the 
House of God then. I cannot find more than six 
How; and I can reckon up some sixty persons 
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whom I brought there. And if, with reference to 
these and similar statements, it be asked, How is 
this P my answer is. As soon as good is done, the 
persons who are its subjects move away. So that 
if I were asked to show the fruits of my ten years' 
labour in the district, I should haye to produce 
them from without, and not now within the dis^ 
trict" {City Mission Magazine^ June 1, 1870). 
This very fairly expresses the truth of the case in a 
great many London localities ; and therefore it is I 
have said, if we would duly estimate the effects of 
Gospel agency in such a city as London, it is not 
so much by localities as by classes we should judge 
them ; for, however the population of the former 
may change, the latter always, in some sort, pre- 
serve their identity. There are several of these 
classes on whom the ameliorating effects of the 
Gospel appear, and may be shown in a very de- 
monstrable point of view. One of the most inte- 
resting of them is, I think, the London cabmen ; 
and I accordingly select it as a dear case in point. 
It is a case of mere numbers and figures, these 
numbers and figures representing sacrifices of a 
very high degree to the individuals concerned, and 
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requiring an exertion of faith and principle, to 
understand which we should enter into their oir- 
oumstanoes. I do not think any one can consider 
the marked change for the better — of which proof 
can be given of so many of this class — ^and the 
means to which it is due, without at the same 
time admitting the great power the Gospel has in 
working upon large masses of mankind, and those 
of the least promising material. In exemplifica- 
tion of this point, I quote the words of a London 
City Missionary, who takes a review of past work 
among day and night metropolitan cabmen, on 
entering upon the twentieth year of his labours. 

^' Your Missionary commenced his duties among 
the London cabmen on October 23, 1849, just after 
the Chartist agitation, and at the close of the fear- 
ful visitation of cholera. Europe was then con- 
vulsed with revoliltions, and infidelity assumed 
a bolder front than I ever remember in England. 
Impure literature was spreading like a mighty 
flood, poisoning the minds of our youth. Neglect 
of public worship, and, among the working classes, 
prejudice ran so high against clergymen and 
ministers of the Gospel, that I remember I was 
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obliged to leave off my white necktie which I was 
accustomed to wear on the Lord's-day. Nearly 
half the missionary's time was employed in 
softening down passions and removing preju- 
dices. An excellent missionary had been employed 
by the London City Mission among the cabmen 
for five years, who left England for Australia, 
1st April, 1849. He had laboured with con- 
siderable success, and afterwards, the Lord hav- 
ing prospered him, he sent- £100 as a token of 
his love and respect for the Mission. Of course, 
he had much fallow ground to break up, many 
prejudices to overcome, and much opposition to 
encounter. I may truly say that he laboured, 
and we entered into his labours. 

" In the foUbwing October, when I entered on 
this work, sad indeed was the religious and moral 
condition of the London cabmen. It was work 
and toil, Sunday and week-day alike, so that at- 
tending church was out of the question. The 
conmion answer given to me was that it was of 
no use to bring him tracts and to talk to him on 
religion, for it was impossible for a cabman to be 
a Christian. Drunkenness was rampant, and I 
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Lave gone on to a long cab-stand of fifteen or 
twenty cabs, and not j found a cabman on it ; and 
when I have asked the old waterman where the 
men were, he would point to the public-house, 
where I have found a whole batch of them play- 
ing at cards and dominoes. I have laboured on 
since, travelling upwards of 4,000 nules a year, 
making annually nearly 17,000 visits, nearly 400 
of which are ordinarily to the sick and dying, 
and circulating copies of the Holy Scriptures: 
1,600 of these copies were given to me by the 
late Mrs. Walmesly, of Westboume Terrace. I 
have gradually gained the confidence and respect 
of these poor men. Our Heavenly Father has 
graciously crowned the efforts made with success, 
and wandering sheep have been gathered into 
the fold of the Good Shepherd, become commu- 
nicants at the Lord's table, and in their turn 
witness-bearers for Almighty God among their 
fellow-cabmen. So that now, among the men who 
used to say it was impossible for a cabman to be a 
religious man, there are several hundreds who are 
consistent disciples and followers of the Lord Jesus 
Christ 

D 
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" In 1862 the new Police Act oame into force, 
which materially aided me in my endeavours to 
elevate the religious and moral condition of these 
poor men. Seeing that Sunday work was a great 
evil among them, and that if a man kept his cabs 
at home he had to pay duty for them the same as 
if they were out, through the influence of a cler- 
gyman, I got a clause inserted to remit the duty 
on those cabs that did not work on the Lord's 
day. Many cabmen availed themselves of this 
privilege. I then commenced a Cabmen's Lord's- 
day Best Society. Prizes of £20, £10, £5, and 
£2 were given for the best essay on Sunday Best, 
to be competed for by the cabmen of the United 
Kingdom and Ireland ; and it was most grati- 
fying to me that a cabman whom I had been 
the means of rescuing from infidelity won the 
first prize. Edinburgh took the second, Liver- 
pool the third, and London the fourth ; so that 
London took the first and the last. There are 
now nearly 2,500 cabs that do not come out on 
the Lord's-day. Large numbers of the drivers 
and owners of them attend regularly the preach- 
ing of the Gospel, and are consistent believers in 
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the Lord Jesus Christ." {Citj/ Mission Magazine^ 
Nov. 1, 1869.) 

This is an unmistakable change to a better 
state of things in a large but very unpromising 
class of men. In the same way, we might pur- 
sue the evidence of similar changes in other 
dasses — omnibus conductors, the Bermondsey 
tanners, and, not the least interesting, the 
London gipsies. But I forbear to add more, 
for I do not think it desirable to multiply 
materials under this head any further than 
is necessary to prove the point in hand; and 
this, I think, now is sufficiently established — 
namely, that the Gospel has great power in 
working a change to a better life upon large 
bodies of human beings. 

II. But the chief question, it will be said (and 
justly too), is not whether the Gospel makes a 
change for the better upon great masses of men, 
but the instrumentality by which it does so — that 
is to say, whether our second proposition is true, 
viz., "that it produces these eflfeotsi not by 
general considerations of religion, but by the 
.particular thought which itself declares that God 

D 2 
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has selected as His appointed mean to re-attach 
the soul to Him, the thought of Jesus." 

Now, this can only be decided by an examina- 
tion of particular cases. If we could not appeal 
to its effects upon large masses, a selection of such 
instances (though even more numerous than my 
limits afford room for) would be of very uncertain 
value in proving its power as a means of extensive 
conversion. But this point being already estab- 
lished, as I thJ TiTc it sufficiently is by the facts 
quoted, even a smaller number of particulars would 
be enough, as specimens to throw a great light 
upon the motive by which it works. This is my 
reason for supplying the following selection of 
cases, which I admit, taken by themselves, are of 
less value, but in connexion with the general 
effects of the Gospel are fair exponents of the 
modes in which they are produced. In preparing 
this selection, it is plain that my duty is simply 
one of fidelity and arrangement; to present no 
cases except such as depend on trustworthy autho- 
rity, and clearly to arrange those which are pre- 
sented* I commence with those the moral ante- 
cedents of whose characters were unexceptionable. 
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" One morning at Leyland, at family worship, 
a visitor read the 3rd chapter of the Colossians, 
selecting the 1st verse : * If ye then be risen with 
Christ/ He spoke emphatically of the *if,' as 
giving the necessity of making sure this standing- 
point, setting forth Christ and His resurrection as 
the sinner's immediate privilege, and closing with 
an appeal on the duty of instant decision for Christ. 
This message went straight to Adelaide's heart. 
*The words,* says her sister, *were used eflfec- 
tually by the Holy Spirit to decide her to be the 

Lord's.* Such was Adelaide Newton. 

Fixing her heart on her beloved Lord [Jesus 
Christ], she was transformed into a living sacrifice. 
We read she writes of many men of Benjamin and 
Judah who came to join themselves to David. And 
how did they proclaim their true-heartedness P 
By their entire self-surrender: * Thine are we, 
David, and on thy side, thou son of Jesse." Sur- 
rounded by not a little to attract the carnal eye, 
she chose the better part, and chose it once for all. 
* What I long for most,' she writes, * is an habitual 
and realizing sense of the presence of G-od at all 
timesi and the constant recollection that His eye 
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is upon me, and that nothing, however triyial 
I may think it, can escape His obserration/' 
(Memoir of Adelaide L. Newton, by Rev. John 
BaiUie, pp. 9—14.) 

" And now at his entrance into manhood, both 
these ideas, which formed, as it were, his natural 
religion, became and always continued to be the 
foundations of his spiritual religion. He found 
them realized for him in Christ the perfect man. 
His writings teem with glowing descriptions of 
Christ, the great Vindicator of all wrong — of Christ 
in His contest with the spirit of the world — of 
oppression — of hypocrisy.? {Life of F. JF. Robert' 
son, by the Eev. S. A. Brooke, p. 52.) 

" Nor was there any lack either of the varied 
practical benevolence or of the elevating moral 
tone which belongs to a modem English parson- 
age. But ^orthodox' sermons of the day were 
wanting in that affectionate devotion to our divine 
Lord which was inculcated by the earlier Evan- 
gelioab, and Walter Hamilton, like other ear- 
nest men, intellectual and otherwise, sought and 
found in the Evangelical teaching a warmth which 
was then sought in vain elsewhere." ( Walter B, 
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Hamiltony Bishop of Salisburt/j a Sketch by H. P. 
Idddon, p. !!.)♦ 

" It was in the month of November, 1851, that, 
whilst awaiting the return of a brother oflBloer to 
his room, he idly turned over the leaves of a Bible 
which lay on the table. The words caught his 
eye, ' The blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, cleanseth 
us fix)m all sin.' Closing the book, he said, ^If 
this be true for me, henceforth I will live, by the 
grace of G-od, as a man should live who has been 
washed in the blood of Jesus Christ.' 

' " That night he scarcely slept, pondering in his 
heart whether it were presumptuous or not to claim 
an interest in those words. During those wakeful 
hours he was watched, we cannot doubt with deep 
and loving interest, by One who never slumbereth 
nor sleepeth, and it was said of him in heaven, 
* Behold he prayeth.' 

* This instance is the more interesting to me, as the subject of 
this sketch is one who, though he may have relinquished Evan- 
gelical sentiments in the party sense of the term, nerer did so 
in that which we are contemplating. The thought of Jesus was 
never more precious to him than at the last : " It seems to me so 
much safer to keep close to our Lord Himself at all times, but 
especially at a solemn time like this'' (p. 141). 
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"In answer to those' prayers, he was enabled 
to believe, as he arose in the morning, that the 
message of peace was *- true for him * — * a faith- 
ful saying, and worthy of all acceptation/ * The 
past,* he said, * then, is blotted out. What I 
have to do is to go forward. I cannot return to 
the sins from which my Saviour has cleansed me 
with His own blood. ^ 

"An impetus was now given in a new direction 
of sufficient power to last till the race was run, 
until he could say with the Apostle Paul, *I have 
fought a good fight ; I have finished my course ; 
I have kept the faith.' Thenceforth he Uved. 
And the life he now lived in the fiesh he lived by 
the faith of the Son of God, of whom he delighted 
to say, with realizing faith and adoring gratitude, 
* He loved me and gave Himself for me.* ** 
{Memoir of Capt Hedky VicarSy by Author of 
" Victory Won," pp. 32, 33.) 

Many will probably deem these instances beside 
the question. They will say that the subjects of 
them were good already, and the change is 
nothing but the adoption of a new set of senti- 
ments or way of thinking, not an alteration of 
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conduct or action, which was as perfect before as 
after the supposed change. But this objection, if 
it is of any value, seems to proceed on the same 
mistaken impression which one might gather 
from several unguarded narratives of conversions, 
viz., that all people who are not Christians must, 
as a matter of course, be positively vicious. But 
if they be moral, and yet detached from God, 
they are as dead as the most vicious, if our view 
of life (Chap. II.) be correct. And if they be- 
come attached to Him, the change is no less a 
change, and the agency which brings it about no 
less real, than if they were the most immoral and 
vicious people in the world. And this observa- 
tion I have thought it necessary to make, not only 
to provide against an objection which is at once 
foolish and inconsistent with our hypothesis, but 
at the same time in order to be clearly understood. 
Otherwise the general character of the example! 
following might give sober people occasion to 
make a contrary objection, as though I contem- 
plated myself any such unreasonable division of 
men. But though conversion from open sin is 
not a bit more real than from a godless morality, 
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yet in a demonstratlye point of view it is more to 
the purpose; for we are competent witnesses of 
open sins and their reformation, though not of 
states and conditions of the inner man, the 
changes of which, though real, we can only know 
on the authority of the subjects of them. This, 
then, is my apology for the nature of most of the 
cases I now present. Properly speaJdng, we 
ought to view all cases of conversion in the 
Agg^^g^te 9 for as holiness is (as I hold) a single 
thing and indivisible, so conversions to it ought 
properly to be regarded as the same in all cases. 
But, for the sake of memory and convenience, 
I think it is desirable to classify the several 
instances I have to mention under distinct 
heads, these heads being the vices which the 
persons in question have given proof of reforma- 
tion from. I commence with — 
« I. The Malignant Passions, a disengage- 
ment from which must be allowed to be a great 
step towards our grand point — ^the love of God : 
for who can make any proper progress in loving 
Him while he hates His creatures P As a speci- 
men of the way in which the Q-ospel operates in 
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loosening their influence, take the following. The 
book and the author are too well known to need 
any comment on their trustworthiness : — 

" At one o'clock a woman came to the Eectory, 
asking ' to see the lady who had spoken to the 
navvy men, because her husband had sent her to 
have the same things said to her/ She said he 
had been a hard drinker, and very imkind to her, 
and that he had refused to allow her any part of 
his wages during his absence in the Crimea. But 
when she came down to Sydenham that morning, 
he had said that he had just been hearing things 
which made hinri wish to live different, and that 
he would allow her twenty shillings a week out 
of his thirty shillings wages, and wished they 
oould both turn good and be friends. * After 
"what he had heard about the good Saviour's love, 
he did not wish to live in hate, leastways with his 
own wife.' Here the woman wept, and added, * I 
never heard the like from him, nor half such 
kind words, since he became a London navvy, five 
years ago.' On Sunday week both husband and 
wife walked from London for the afternoon ser- 
vice at Beckenham Church, and were invited into 
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the Eectory afterwards for refreshment. I asked 
him what were the words which God had made a 
message to his heart on the day they had first 
met P He replied the story of the young oflScer 
who had read in another man's Bible that the 
blood of Jesus Christ eleanseth from all sin, and 
had made up his mind at once to live as a 
washed man should; — ^and then you said as we 
had better begin that morning, and so I did, and 
have been going on the same ever since, by God's 
help." {English Hearts and Sands, pp. 80, 81.) 

I add another instance. The writer is Mr. 
HoUoway, Scripture Reader at Eeading. 

" has been a very profane man. He 

could scarcely speak without an oath, and would 
sometimes swear till he fell down in a fit, which 
would last sometimes an hour. The tongue, how- 
ever, that used to swear and blaspheme is now 
silent, paralyzed by fits, eo that he cannot now 
speak at all. This was how I found him on my 
first visit, but quite sensible. He listened atten- 
tively, and as I visited him from time to time I 
could see a change come over him That hard 
heart began to soften, as he heard of the love of 
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Jesus; tears would flow; sin became a burden, 
and at length he was able to cast himself upon 
Christ. And now, though he is not able to say 
more than * yes ' or * no/ he is calm and peace- 
ful. His wife testifies to the change, and says 
' how patient and happy he is 1' He still lives, 
though I expect every time I go to see him, to 
find him gone." {Country Towns Mission Anntucl 
Report for 1869, p. 18.) 

Take also the following : — 

" As an example of the more direct value- cf 
domiciliary visitation, the case may be referred 
to of an old man seventy-three years of age. 
He was the son of a publican, naturally shrewd 
and intelligent, but given to intemperance firom 
early life, and had led a most irreligious and even 
blasphemous life. He had been in succession a 
potman, a bell-ringer, a grave-digger, a bill-poster, 
and a costermonger. Seven times, in his drunken 
bouts, he had broken or dislocated his ribs. He 
was in the collision some years since on the 
North London Railway, when so many persons 
were killed in returning from Kew, and he re- 
ceived injuries then, from which he long suffered 
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in his head, and for which he obtained compensa- 
tion from the Eailway Company, which only led 
him into more indulgence in drink until he had 
spent every shilling he received. The missionary 
found him with a pistol in his hand about to 
shoot himself. At first the only apparent benefit 
of his visits was that he had arrested him in his 
purpose of self-destruotion. But Sunday after 
Sunday the voice of the man was still heard 
throughout the district, 'Buy my winkles; fine 
periwinkles/ He pleaded that he could not pay 
his rent on Monday if he did not sell on Sunday. 
Often would he and his wife have a stand-up 
fight, from which they were only separated by 
the missionary's interference. Eighteen months 
since it pleased the Lord to afflict them both with 
illness, and during their illness they were very 
frequently visited by both the missionary and 
his wife. On recovery, they were persuaded to 
attend his meetings, and they have continued 
their attendance regularly since. Amidst the 
sneers and jests of their neighbours, they attend 
also the House of Ood in company. He is re- 
claimed from drunkenness, he has given up his 
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Sunday trade, and he shows himself as coura- 
geous now in persuading others to serve the Lord 
as he was before courageous in deterring them. 
Such a case as this illustrates that the power of 
the Lord can render eflfectual the visitation of 
the people, even in the most apparently hardened 
and desperate of cases." {Oitt/ Mission Magazine^ 
June 1, 1870.) 

IL Theft and Dishonesty are characters 
every way inconsistent with the Life of which we 
speak. As a specimen of the way in which the 
Gospel operates in displacing them, and supplying 
a spirit of integrity and right principle, take the 
following. The writer is the Dean of Lichfield. 

" It was a wet, cold, damp day, when, as I was 

\valking through L Street homeward, I heard 

a little thin voice behind me call out, * Tou will 
lose your handkerchief, sir ! ' I turned round, 
and saw a little boy about ten years old, without 
a shoe or stocking, without hat or cap, without a 
shirt ; his only clothing a pair of ragged trousers, 
fastened to what had once been a jacket — ^how 
fastened we can scarcely say, but they were just 
made to hang together. He stood on the cold 
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wet stones with his little naked feet, as I stopped 
to speak to him. * Thank you, my boy/ I said, 
*for telling me.' I thought within myself, 
* Where did you leam, not only to keep your own 
hands from picking and stealing, as you might 
so easily have done, but to weim a stranger lest 
others should rob him P You learnt that some- 
where, and I am pretty sure I know where.' So 
I asked, * Where do you go to school, my boy P' 
A few years since, if I had asked such a question 
under such circumstances, and any one had heard 
me ask it, they would probably have thought me 
and called me, in old John Bunyan's quaint 
words, a Bedlam. To have asked such a ques- 
tion ten or twelve years ago in the streets of 
Xjondon of a poor barefooted, ragged child would 
have been indeed strange and unreasonable; but 
I well knew what work has been done among 
this dass of ragged children in London. I was 
quite sure that in this little honest boy I saw 
before me a scholar of one of those numerous 
schools which have been seed-plots of Christian 
truth and training schools of Christian principle. 
' Where do you go to school, my boy P' 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Experimental Emdence of the Oo^el. 49 

" * In the Borough, sir/ was his prompt reply. 

" * Do you know your clergyman ?' said I. 

" * Yes, sir ; he comes to the school, and is very 
kind to us/ 

" * Do you learn to read there ?/' 

"^ Yes, sir.' 

" ' Can you read the Bible ?" 

"'Yes, sir.' 

" I began quietly to walk homeward, and made 
the little fellow trot along by my side. I ques- 
tioned him as I passed along through the streets, 
no one heeding us, and we heeding no one, for all 
were minding their own business; and, as we 
walked along, I took that little barefooted child 
through a course of questions on the main points 
of Bible history which would have surprised any 
that were not acquainted with the amount of 
knowledge which some of these quick intelligent 
little things pick up in our ragged schools. He 
answered my questions promptly and correctly, 
telling me accurately the facts of the Fall, the 
consequences of it in our sinful nature and con- 
duct, the remedy promised from the beginning, 
and sent in due time. And when I asked at last 
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■who He was that came to save His people from 
their sins, I shall never forget the tone of deep 
quiet and reverence with which that poor little 
shoeless boy repeated the name * Jesus' I I have 
often asked the same question, and had the same 
answer ; but I have been often pained, and not 
pleased, at the tone in which that name has been 
pronounced at which * every knee ' shall one day 
* bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, 
and things under the earth ; when every tongue 
shall confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the 
glory of Grod the Father.' I have heard that 
holy name uttered loudly, sharply, irreverently, 
and it has pained me, just as I have heard the 
conversations, argiunents, and powerful and con- 
clusive reasonings of the meek and gentle Saviour 
read in a tone of sharpness and self-confidence 
with which we may be quite sure they were never 
uttered by Him * who spake as never man spake.' 
There was that in the quiet, subdued manner 
of that little ragged boy which made me sure 
that *he loved Him' whose holy name he thus 
reverenced. That poor child impressed more 
deeply on me than I remember to have ever felt 
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before the way in which the grateful love in the 
believer's heart tones the voice, because it has first 
brought the heart into the same key. Many and 
many a time, when I have been reading aloud 
those deep and simple records of a Being whose 
character no fancy could have imagined, but 
which carries to the mind capable of moral proof 
the certain conviction that those who drew it with 
such unity of likeness, yet with such characteristic 
diflference of position, drew it from the life. Many 
a time has the spirit of that child's reverential 
tone and manner recurred to my mind, and led 
me to think of whom I was about to read, whose 
words I was going to repeat, whose acts I was 
going to rehearse, of whose arguments and rea- 
sonings I was to be the mouthpiece to His people, 
and made me try to realize the spirit and tem- 
per of Him who did and said them. . . . My little 
friend trotted away from me after our conver- 
sation, cheerfully and thankfully, little knowing, 
dear child, how what he had said so simply and 
naturally had * ministered grace to the hearer.' " 
( The Spirit in the Word. Recollections of a Thirty 
Years'* Ministry^ page 147, &c.) 

£ 2 
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The Eev. J. H. Wilson, in his book, " Brands 
Plucked from the Burning," has given a sum- 
marized view, as well as individual instances, of 
the workings of Christian agencies in London. I 
take the following from among other instances : — 

" A middle-aged man of most dissipated habits, 
who Kved by training young thieves, was a sad 
annoyance to the superintendent of one of the 
ragged schools in the East end of London. His 
house was a hell upon earth, and Satan had his 
seat in it for many years. By cunning and 
dupKcity, this thief-maker managed to keep out of 
the grip of the law, and he gloried in setting at 
defiance the preachers of the Gospel. He pro- 
claimed himself an infidel, and made his infidelity 
a. cloak for his sensualism. But the pious super- 
intendent resolved that he would, through God's 
grace, efiect this wicked man's conversion. He 
felt that nettling was impossible with God, and 
he had the faith which removes mountains of 
difficulties, and casts them into the sea. He 
sought to exercise this faith by combining the 
wisdom of the serpent with the harmlessness of 
the dove. His first care was to find out the 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Experimental Evidence of the Gospel. 53 

susceptibilities of the thief-maker's nature. Case- 
hardened against reproof, it was ascertained he 
could yet be moved by kindness, and that the 
power of music had been known to melt his sa- 
vage heart to tenderness. One Sabbath afternoon, 
the superintendent was on the watch for the 
wicked man. He had come to know that he 
would pass down the lane where the school-house 
is situate, about the time the school was being 
taught. He stood in the doorway, and at length 
the thief-maker appeared. As he was passing, 
the superintendent said, in very kindly tones, 
^Well, my good friend, and how are you to- 
day?' The man stood stock still. He could 
scarcely believe that one should address him 
thus. But he replied in few words, and was 
then about to pass on, when the superinten- 
dent gently put his hand on his shoulder, and 
said, * Now, my friend, I know you are very fond 
of music ; I see it in your eye ; will you just 
step in, and hear how nicely my boys sing?' 
He consented, and the superintendent placed him 
unobserved on the end of a seat near the door. 
He then called all to their seats — ^the lessons 
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being just over — and a teacher gave out the 
beautiful hymn — 

"'Plunged in a gulf of dark despair, 
We wretched sinners lay, 
Without one cheering beam of hope. 
Or spark of glimmering day/ &c. 

" As the melody rose in its pathetic power, the 
superintendent watched the effect on the coun- 
tenance of the stranger. It was all he desired. 
Then, changing the subject, the children sang 
that beautiM and melting hymn — 
«'0h, how He loves!' 

While it was thus sung by more than a hundred 
voices, the superintendent seated himself quietly 
by the man, and opening the Bible, asked, * Can 
you read ?' * A little,' was the reply. * There, 
then, read that,' said the superintendent, as he 
put before him such passages as these: ^As I 
live, saith the Lord, I have no pleasure in the 
death of the sinner ; but would rather he would 
turn from his evil ways, and live;' *Tum ye, 
turn ye ; why will ye die P' And * God so loved 
the world that He gave His only-begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in Him might not 
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perish, but have everlasting life.' *What does 
that mean?' asked the man very earnestly. 
* What book is that ? ' The superintendent told 
him it was the Bible, and that meant his salva- 
tion. The thief-maker became thoughtful. By 
this time the music ceased, when another hymn — 
a * lament' on the death of Christ — ^was sung 
with much tenderness. This fairly overcame the 
thief-maker. He could stand it no longer; his 
heart melted and tears flowed. Then the super- 
intendent in a whisper, but faithfully and affec- 
tionately, preached Christ. Conviction deep and 
earnest was produced, and while conscience 
seemed to raise a thick cloud of darkness before 
his eyes, the devoted teacher, fearing that the 
devil was about to preach to the man in the lan- 
guage of despair, again called for music — a song 
of triumph, which inspired him with hope. The 
school was dismissed ; but the superintendent did 
not leave the thief-maker to go home alone. He 
went with him, read to him, conversed with him, 
prayed for him, invited him to his house, and 
never ceased to labour and to pray until that 
man's soul was saved. And was it not a glorious 
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triumph? Eight years have passed away since 
the thief-maker was brought to the feet of Christ. 
He has since then been employed in a responsible 
public situation, and has distinguished himself by 
consistency and devotedness in the service of the 
Lord. That native force of character which made 
him so dangerous in the service of Satan, has 
made him, by the power of Qod's grace, most 
useful in the service of God. Instead of training 
boys to become thieves, he trains boys to become 
Christians; and having much forgiven, he loves 
much." {Brands Plucked from the Burning^ pp. 
62—65.) 

Mr. E. W. Vanderkiste, in a book entitled 
" The Dens of London," has given us an account 
of his missionary experience in some of the lowest 
parts of London. I take the following case he 
records fipom amongst others : — 

*' It is a great pleasure to be enabled to record 
the hopeful conversion of one of those fortune- 
tellers, Mrs. T . When first I visited her, 

and reproved her for the wickedness of pretending 
to usurp the prerogative of God, she constantly 
contended that there was no harm in it. * It was 
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an honest bit of bread/ she said, and made other 
excuses, all of which conld not for one moment 

be entertained After a further lapse of 

time, however, she professed to begin to feel the 
sinfulness of fortune-telling, through, as she said, 
*my constantly being at her/ She, however, 
failed in her good resolution to practise this evil 
no more several times, and admitted to me th&t 
she had so failed. ^ It was for a bit of br^ad,' 
she said. * What am I,' added she, * but a poor 
old woman P Maybe I'll be sitting here without 
a morsel of fire or a bite or sup in the place, or 
bit of " bacca '' (she smoked). Well, just then the 
silly fools will come to have their fortunes told, 
to be sure. I suppose the devil sends them just 
then to tempt a poor old creature. But, please 
the Lord and the blessed Jesus you tell me 
about,' said she, clasping her hands, *I'll wash 
my hands of it altogether ; for there's no luck in 
it, and I see now, bless the Lord, its wickedness.' 

I had a strict watch kept upon Mrs. T , and 

I have every reason to believe she kept her pro- 
mise to the end of her life, under circumstances, 
too, of great temptation .... Had a person 
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entered Mrs. T 's little dark cell in B 

Alley, in the comer a little paUet would have 
been seen, which might have been mistaken for a 
stump bedstead ; and, as a piece of cotton over it 
looked tolerably clean, it might have been said, as 

I once did to Mrs. T , *I'm glad to see you 

sleep pretty comfortable.' It was winter time — 
vfery keen — ^and she looked at me with surprise ; 
andj after musing for a while, said, * Well, you 
shall see: but,' added she, *I don't make no 
complaint.' On her lifting up the piece of cotton 
and an old gown, I saw a little straw on an old 
shutter, and a few bricks supporting this at each 
end. * My bones,' said she — * I'm so thin — ^gets 
very sore a-laying in winter with scarcely any 
food, often none.' The wonder is she was not 
perished ; as it was, there can be no question but 
that the distressing asthma fipom which she la- 
boured was much increased for want of food, as 
such invalids require warmth. The gnawings of 
hunger she relieve^ by a smoke of tobacco. I 
should have felt very happy to support Mrs. 

T , but, surrounded constantly by -a mass of 

sick persons daily, whose complaints, by the 
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admission of the parish doctor as often required 
food as medicine, and by hundreds of people in 
extreme destitution in addition, I could not do 
so." {Defis of London, pp. 16—20.) 

III. Drunkenness is a condition of mind 
that hardens] the heart, deadens the feeling, and 
obscures the intellect. It levels the man to the 
beast. An emancipation from it must indeed be 
a step to re-union with God ; for though a sober 
man is not necessarily a God-loving one, he is 
certainly much nearer this point than a drunkard. 
The number of cases of this kind in which the 
Gospel motive is the cause of amendment are so 
many that they crowd upon us. If any one would 
wish to make himself familiar with the details of 
the disease, and the only means of real recovery 
from it, next to personal experience, which is 
always the best, I do not think he can do better 
than peruse and attentively consider the pages of 
those Christian philanthropists Miss Marsh and 
Mrs. Wightman, or Mr. Wilson's book, " Brands 
Plucked from the Burning." The circumstances 
of this miserable bondage, as well as of the reco- 
very from it, are always so much the same that 
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I feax the repetition of details would only weary 
most readers. I prefer to submit the following 
general testimonies, which I think of great value 
in bearing upon the point at issue : — 

" I attach great importance to these religious 
meetings, especially on a week-night, as a help 
upward and onward. It may be well, in breaking 
new ground, and to arouse public attention to the 
claims of total abstinence, to have lectures, to 
inform the uninstructed on the evils arising from 
intemperance, and to show the benefits of abstain- 
ing from the drink ; but for those who have 
signed the pledge, temperance meetings seem to 
me quite unnecessary. We have never had them, 
and yet our numbers increase, so that we now 
number upwards of 460 men, 200 women, and 
400 juveniles. I am more than ever convinced 
that there is very little to be gained by giving to 
the working classes lectures of an exclusively 
secular character. The people are, for the most 
part, too wearied with the daily struggles, cares, 
and anxieties of life to listen to anything which is 
foreign to their own case, and in which they have 
no interest. The fact is, we have too long erred 
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in withholding our sympathy from them, and in 
not speating to their heaxts. We have not cared 
for the burdens which press heavily on them — ^the 
sorrows which need to be soothed, and the hearts 
which yearn to be comforted. We have given 
patronage and condescension in the place of seek- 
ing their /nentfeAtp. We have not placed before 
them a motitie strong enough to make the hard 
battle of life a matter of interest and enjoyment. 
Dull religious exhortations disgust and weary. It 
is not religion^ but a loving, sympathizing Friend 
that the people need. They want a Saviour — ^the 
risen, exalted, loving, ever-present Saviour, who 
died for them, the Man Christ Jesus. Nothing 
short of the Gospel will ever meet the need of 
human hearts ; and if any people especially need 
*the tidings of great joy,' and do * receive it 
gladly,' it is emphatically the working classes." 
{Annals of the Rescued^ by Julia Wightman, 
pp. 188, 189.) 

I think this testimony of great value, because, 
though the benevolent authoress is a strong 
advocate for the total abstinence system, and 
taking " the pledge," she gives it as the result of 
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her experience, not merely as a Christian, but hb 
a temperance reformer, that the real thing which 
gives stability to recovery is, not the advocaqjr of 
temperance on principles of morality, nor even 
religion generally, but the thought of Jesus Him- 
self — ^the very thing we are seeking to establish. 
Consider also the following : — 

" But it would not be well to close our little 
volume without saying something of many brands 
who were not plucked from the ^e. The late Sir 
Robert Stephenson once said, at a meeting of civil 
engineers, over which he was presiding, * We 
have heard much of your successes, now show us 
some of your failures/ He was, indeed, accus- 
tomed to say that he had been more indebted 
to the study of projects in which he had failed 
than the study of those in which he had suc- 
ceeded. So it has been in our experience of the 
working of moral science. Sad, very sad, have 
been the failures we have had to deplore. In 
looking back on these, so far as we can call them 
up into our mind, we may say they have been 
chiefly among females. Rarely indeed has a fe- 
male drunkard been thoroughly reclaimed. We 
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could name oases in which, after some years of 
sobriety, these brands have gone back to the burn- 
ing. The instances of thorough reformation are 
those in which divine grace has got hold of the 
heart and conscience. Not only is this in itself 
the highest safeguard, but as a religious life 
naturally, the love of money, or some other 
motive of the lower order, such as pride of posi- 
tion or vanity, will restrain men who have been 
reclaimed fipom habits of intemperance ; and this 
is a gain to society ; but in the sight of God, and 
in view of the grand object for which man was 
created and made, unless the drunkard becomes a 
Christian, the highest aim of the Christian philan- 
thropist is not realized. The reclaiming a drunk- 
ard to habits of industry is no doubt a great thing 
accomplished, but the salvation of the soul is in- 
finitely greater, and necessarily surrounds the 
religious professor with pious associates ; there is 
an atmosphere of piety around that person which 
the mere moral man reclaimed from intemperance, 
and nothing more, never enjoys. If, then, we 
would succeed in avoiding failures, the constant 
aim of the preacher or teacher should be to get the 
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good seed of Christian truth into the soil which 
has been drained by the temperance reformer, and 
which, when quickened by the Sun of Righteous- 
ness, will grow into perfection, and bring forth 
fruit — ^in some thirty, in some sixty, and in some 
one hundred fold." {Brands Plucked from the 
BuminQy pp. 82, 83.) 

This extract is also of much value. It is the 
less open to any suspicion of undue partiality, as 
it is the professed statement and examination of 
failures, and the only reliable cause of permanent 
success which this writer, in his calm estimate of 
many facts, records is — ^the operation of the faith 
of Christ. 

IV. Impurity or XJncleanness is a con- 
dition of mind which is manifestly incongruous 
with the Life of which we speak. Filthiness, if 
any vice, must be inconsistent with the fellowship 
it implies; and purity, if any virtue, must be 
necessary to it. As a specimen of the way in 
which the Gospel works in displacing the former 
of these characters, and establishing the latter, 
take the following. The writer is Mrs. Shepherd, 
a lady whose sympathies have been drawn out to 
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the class of "unfortunate girls," who are be* 
coming the pests of our large towns. For an 
example of the effect of her influence, or rather 
the means by which she works, which is the point 
we are now considering, the simple records I 
subjoin are, I think, to the purpose. I quote 
from her little book, "Sunshine in the Work- 
house;" p. 77 :— 

"Amidst the convulsive sobs (like the heart- 
felt sob of a little child under corporal punish- 
ment), I heard * Thank'ee, ma'am, for trusting 
us ; we couldn't do a dirty thing by such a lady, 
and we won't neither.' I then opened my Bible, 
reading them the wonderful parable of the Pro- 
digal Son, showing them how they had been 
living among filthy words and deeds, as with 
*the swine' — ^how God had made woman to be 
loved and honoured and respected, and how 
they had forfeited all love, all honour, and all 
respect. When I came to the touching question 
which I addressed to them, *Will any of t/ou 
now — this very night — arise and come to the 
Heavenly Father you have so long forsaken P ' 
the room became like the valley of Bochim, truly 
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let place of weeping. I said, *Now, my girls, 
kneel down with me, as you may hare leamt to 
kneel at your mother's knee, when she little 
thought you were to become as you are now; 
kneel down, and let us pray that this evening 
may be the beginning of a new life to many of 
you.' Instantly they knelt roimd me, while in 
the simplest words possible I tried to lead them 
to follow my prayer. I was overpowered my- 
self, and my voice faltered when the sobbing 
redoubled. Then I sent them upstairs, to see how 
simple were the arrangements I had made, that 
I could receive six of them at once, and told 
them I should be in the little inner room ready 
to see any one. who would wish to speak to me. 
Four at once and unhesitatingly enrolled them- 
selves as gratefcd candidates for my Eefuge. Oh, 
what tales of woe and sadness came out to me ! 
No home — ^no friends — early temptation; not a 
soul to say, * Come back, come back,' to them ! 
Such sweet young faces — two of them not nine- 
teen, and have been two years on the town — cling 
round me as if, having once found a friend, they 
dared not leave me. Four more applied for 
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leave to enter the next week, with good reasons 
for not being able to do so at once." 
I now quote the Dean of Lichfield : — 
" There liVed in my parish of Whitechapel an 
infidel. I fear that sin had made him one, as it 
too often does. This man was one of whom his 
oompamons said, * He will, at all events, die game ; 
he will never recant or send for a parson.* This 
man, as I learned privately, was living with a 
woman not his wife, though she went by his name, 
and was supposed to be married to him. They 
were both intemperate, and though once fairly 
well oflf, had gradually become reduced. One 
piece of furniture had disappeared from the home 
after another till there was Httle left. The visitor 
of the district, a bright, cheerful, discreet Christian 
lady, used to call and see the woman, and when 
the man became ill called to see him ; and when 
his illness assumed a decided character, that of 
unmistakable consumption, she asked whether he 
would not like to see the Scripture reader of the , 
district or one of the clergy. He declined, and % 
said he did not want parsons; as for Scripture 
readers or City missionaries, he should not think of 
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seeing them, nor would he see one of the curates ; 
if ever he did have a parson, he would have the 
top one — ^it should be the rector. The insidious 
disease steadily made way meanwhile, and * pov- 
erty/ the result of intemperance and carelessness, 
^ came upon them like an armed man.' The spirit 
began to quail, as eternity cast its deepening and 
lengthening shadows over him, and he consented 
to allow me to call and see him," The Dean 
having described his first interview (the principal 
object of which was to convince the unhappy man 
of the sympathy he felt for him), proceeds as fol- 
lows : " The next time I visited him, I made up 
my mind to try simply the Word of God — ^to let it 
speak and act for itself. I found him glad to see 
me, and willing to hear what I had to say. I at 
once opened my Bible. The conversation between 
our Lord and the woman of Samaria was the part 
I chose. I first made a picture of the place to 
engage his attention; described Gerizim rising 
^ close at hand, to which the woman no doubt 
pointed when she said, * Our fathers worshipped 
in this mountain.' Sychar within sight ; the old 
Sychem changed into Sychar (or new wine), 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



Experimental Evidence of the Go^el. 69 

probably by Jewish malice, as if they called it 
* drunken town;' the well so often visited and 
described by travellers in our own time, one of 
whom, as he leaned over, saw his Bible fall out of 
his breast pocket into the well, and was told by 
the guide that he could not recover it, * for the well 
is deep/ 

" I then began to read the exquisitely simple, 
graphic, and affecting narrative, just adding a 
word or two as we went along, to explain what 
he could not understand. We drew on to that 
part which, as /knew, touched his own especial 
case. I fixed my eye on him, looking up from 
the book as I read, ' Thou hast well said, I have 
no husband : for thou hast had five husbands ; 
and he whom thou now hast is not thy husband : 
in that saidst thou truly.' I have been told that 
the experienced surgeon when performing an 
operation can tell, by watching the eye of the 
patient, how deep his knife has gone ; and I saw 
at once that that * Word which is quick (living) 
and powerful, sharper than any two-edged sword :* 
sharper than the high priest's double-edged knife^ 
which as he drew its keen edge along divided th® 
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whole animal, splitting and severing the joints 
and marrow, that this Word of Grod was discerning 
the thoughts and intents of the heart. I saw 
that God's Word had entered even into his soul. 
Having concluded the passage, and knelt in 
prayer, and again presented the man and his 
wants to G-od and to himself, I shook hands and 
left them both silent, subdued, and humbled.' 
Early on Monday that poor woman was at my 
house. I went out into the 'waiting room' to 
see her. She was evidently anxious and nervous 
and ashamed. I asked her what she wished to 

say P * H could not rest ; he had sent her 

to tell me that they were not married — ^that they 
had been living in sin. He could not live on in 
such a state any longer. Would I marry them P 
This was of course at once promised. Their 
banns were published in the parish church ; and 
that once infidel man, of whom his companions 
said that he at all events would ' die game,' and 
never see or send for a parson, left his bed to go 
to church,, and was married; his first act of 
repentance being at once to publish and put away 
his sin." {The SpirU in the Ward, p. 141.) 
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If the reader's ears will not be offended, let 
him now hoar Mr. Yanderkiste's recital of his 
own experience in one of the worst houses of 
ill«fame into which the zealous discharge of 
his duties introduced this faithful missionary ; 
then he may form an idea of the state of 
things which exists in such places, and the 
only principle which can affect or touch them. 

"I will next refer to the entire breaking up 
of a place of ill-fame upon my district This 
accoimt formed a portion of my Monthly Eeport 
for February, 1846, from which it is extracted : — 

^' I have much pleasure in being enabled to 
commence this Monthly Beport by the narra- 
tion of particulars connected with the entire 
breaking up of a house of ill-fame^ of the lowest 
class, situated upon my district. I had decided 
not to allude to the event in my Beport until 
the case had been examined by the General 
Superintendent of the Mission, who has visited 
with me. 

" This den of infamy was situated in W 

H T Street. It consisted of one 

small room on the ground floor, and parties 
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might well be excused for remainiiig dubious 
as to whether so small an area could have been 
so replete with pestiferous moral influence to 
the neighbourhood as this place has unequivo- 
cally proved. On commencing my labours upon 
the district, I found the place becoming worse 
and worse. Additional bad women and thieves 
were resorting to it, and it was much connected 
with other thieveries. I was in the habit of 
visiting this place morning, noon, and night, 
accompanied, when I could obtain his company, 
by an aged friend — ^bursting in upon them in 
the midst of criminality, at other times visiting 
them whilst labouring under the depressing 
effects of their previous night's debauch. It 
may be inquired, perhaps, how it happened such 
a course was practicable. The fact is, I appeared 
to have a great influence given me over the 
proprietor of this wretched place, and others, in 
consequence, perhaps, of attentions I had paid 
to one of their companions, who died in a very 
dreadfiil manner. They appeared to retain so 
grateful a sense of these attentions that they 
oould not insult me. It constituted one of the 
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strangest sights in the world, to see me enter 
this place at night, sometimes alone — on one 
occasion my companion was ordered away ; it 
was said to him, * Ton go, else perhaps you'll 
have a knife put into you ; he (me) may stop ' 
— disturbing aU kinds of wickedness, and merely 
saying * I've come to read to you ; ' standing 
in the midst of ferocious and horrible characters, 
reading the Scriptures, and explaining portions 
concerning our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
heaven and hell, and a prostitute holding a 
candle to me. (This young woman has since 
abandoned her evil course of life). Then would 
follow some discussion. One would say, ' I don't 
believe there's no hell ; it is in your heart, 
mister/ Then some prostitute would burst out 
into indecent profanity, who would be sworn at 
imtil she was quiet. Then I would go down on 
my knees in the midst of them and pray, 
waiting to see if the Spirit of God would act 
(and the Spirit of God did act). On one occasion 
whilst so engaged, with my hand over my face, 
I left a small space between my fingers for the 
purpose of making an observation, and perceived 
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small axtioles (stolen, I suppose) being passed 
firom one to another. They had no idea I was 
observing them. Two of the bad women who 
resided here were at last so much affected by 
religious instruction as to be prevailed upon to 
enter penitentiaries. The proprietor of the place, 
who was a common thief, and the prostitute with 

whom he lived, next became affected. M 

related to me a conversation which took place 

between himself and G , a housebreaker. 

Whilst detailing to me his mental feelings 

(G ^, who goes by the name of * Snob,' has 

related to me particulars of several burglaries in 

which he has been engaged), G said, * Come 

M , let's go and look for something.^ M 

paused, and said, * I don't know Bill ; I don't 
think I shall go.' ' Why not P ' said G . 

* Tou can't starve.' * I'll tell you what^' said the 
other thief, 'I find out God Almighty can pay 
debts without money.' *OhI' said the other, 

* you're beoomii% religious, then, are you P 
You're no good.' And he then went out by 
himself to attempt plunder. From this time an 
alteration took place in M • He was also 
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muoh impressed at this time by being taken into 
custody under the following circumstances. *I 
was walking along,' said he, 'and a policeman 
came up to me — ^he know'd nothing on me, nor 
I on him. Says he, " Ton must come with me," 
" What for?" says I ; and in course I says, "I'm 
a 'spectable young man." "That's no odds," 
says he ; "you must come on suspicion." So he 
took me to the Mansion House, and I was locked 
up till Monday morning. Well, then he took 
me up afore the Lord Mayor. He said he took 
me up on suspicion. The Lord Mayor asked if 
any body knowed I was a thief. Nobody knowed 
me there; so they let me go directly. In 
course,' said he, ' he'd no business to take me, 
as he know'd nothing agin me.' * But were 
you abroad for a dishonest purpose?' said L 
* Yes,' said he ; * but he couldn't know that, as I 
was walking on quietly;' and he expressed his 
opinion that there wa« a mark ori him by Qod 
Almighty.*^ 

" One morning, preyious to leaving home, I 
felt particularly impressed respecting these evil 
characters, and much drawn out in prayer on 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



76 Experimental Evidence of the Gospel. 

their behalf. The first morning visit I paid 
was to this court, and was informed by one of 
the neighbours — ^the mother of the prostitute with 
whom he lived — ^that they had been inquiring 
particularly for me. On visiting them I was 
informed they had made up their minds to 
relinquish their evil courses, and be married, as 
they felt miserable. They were accordingly 
married, and left the place, renting an upper 
room opposite. This evil resort, which had 
formerly prevented the neighbours from resting 
in their beds throughout the night, in con- 
sequence of the drunkenness and riotous conduct 
of the very numerous bad characters who fre- 
quented it, I had the satisfaction of seeing 
padlocked, empty, and *to let.' M com- 
menced obtaining a livelihood in an honest 
manner, by selling articles in the streets; and 
when at home, I have knocked at his door un- 
awares, and been much pleased to find him with 
his Bible, and other religious books before him. 
Shortly afterwards he obtained a situation in a 
large manufactory, where he laboured for several 
years, until discharged by a reduction of hands 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Experimental Evidence of the Gospel. 77 

being made, which took place at the period of 
the commercial difficulties in 1848. He has 
since followed the occupation of a hawker ; but, 
in order to avoid his former evil associates, he 
has removed to the South of London, thinking 
it better, he said, to do so. The young woman 
with whom he lived was formerly very violent ; 
but when I have sometimes reminded her of her 
former evil conduct, to move her to repentance, 
the tears would start in her eyes. I pray both 
these young people, who attended my meet- 
ings, may speedily be amongst those who have 
'washed their robes, and made them white in 
the blood of the Lamb.'" {Dem of London^ -p^, 
230—36.) 

I have heard it said by a public lecturer on 
" the social evil," that fallen women, though 
reformed, can never be restored to original 
delicacy of sentiment. I fear there is much 
truth in this. I fear, indeed, that this original 
delicacy of feeling, when lost, is a thing almost 
impossible to be restored; even when morality 
is restored, and sincerity is unquestionable, 
delicacy of feeling is not an invariable conse- 
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quenoe. But I also believe, if anything oaA 
restore it, it is the thought of Jesus. 

" I can testify that in this home " (one es- 
tablished by the Dean at Whitechapel) " they 
were not in yain. I have seen many going 
forth bearing good seed. I have seen many 
whom I shall never forget if I were to live * a 
thousand years twice told.' " 

" Two of the inmates of this home came to me 
one day, that they might speak with me on the 
subject of the Lord's Supper. It was an estab- 
lished custom with us that those who wished to 
come should first speak with their clergyman. 
In this way, he personally knew almost all his 
communicants, and they, knowing him, were 
more willing to go to him with any of their 
difficulties, and tell him of their trouble. These 
interesting young women came to me. No one 
could have looked in their faces and thought 
that they had ever been what they once were. 
There was a beautifiil and touching modesty in 
their look, as if the first bloom had never been 
roughly wiped away. They met the eye with 
an openness that might have led you to think 
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that guilt had never made them quail before 
the steadfast look of truth ; yet it was only in 
humble confidence that they looked up — ^the con- 
fidence of those who had known what it was to 
say to Grod Himself, *Thou wdst angry with 
me, but Thine anger is turned away;' and who, 
enabled to look up to Him with child-like trust, 
could do so to His servants and to His Mends. 
I never heard clearer, simpler, more straight- 
forward answers than those which these girls gave 
on every point concerning which I questioned 
them. They were indeed able to give * a reason 
of the hope that was in them with meekness and 
fear.' Never did I understand more thoroughly 
what those words of the royal penitent meant — 
* Stablish me with Thy Free Spirit' — ^than from 
my interview with these young women. I could 
see in them how God 

'"To the contrite can dispense 
The princely heart of innocence." 

There was a purity of look, a transparent sim- 
plicity of demeanour, an entire openness, a gentle, 
bashful, confiding modesty in their whole bear- 
ing. I saw in th^m what the Spirit of truth. 
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power, and purity could do, and learnt, if I had 
not learnt it before, what he meant who wrote, 
* To many that had sinned as they had sinned, 
and repented as truly as they had repented, and 
had been transformed by the renewing of their 
minds,' as they were transformed, *Such were 
some of you; but ye are washed, but ye are 
justified ; but ye are sanctified in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God/ 

" One of those, after a few months of gentle 
faithful service on earth, passed by a peaceful, 
hopeful, happy death, into the presence of Him 
who loved her and gave Himself for her. The 
other is yet doing her faithful part on earth 
and waiting for her call to heaven." (Facta 
and Fragments, by the Dean of Lichfield, pages 
42—44.) 

"The morning I called upon you I had not 
tasted food. I shall never forget the kindness I 
received, nor the interview I had with you. As 
I wished, you sent me home. I came to you 
poor; but now, thanks be to God, I am rich, 
but not deserving the least of all His mercies. 
My mother is most kind, but she is dependent 
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on my brother, and we have had to part. Since I 
have been here (the Union) I have been laid 
upon a bed of sickness, and your words have 
come with double force upon me, appearing as 
vividly as though they were engraved upon my 
heart. In the hours of my solitude the 'still 
small voice' would not be silenced, and yet some^ 
thing seemed to say to me that I was expelled 
from God; but, thanks be to Him, the greater the 
sinner, the greater need of a Saviour ; and, bad 
as I have been, bad as I still am, I can say Christ 
died for me; He is my all in all. Oh, how 
sweet is the assurance ! I feel I am but a child, 
and have much to leam; but I have taken the 
Word of God, which I have so long despised, 
for my chart, to guide me through the ocean 
of life ; and I am far happier now, though in 
a Union, than when surroimded by the com- 
forts of this life, because now I have found the 
pearl of great price, through your instrumen- 
tality. May God bless and crown your labours ! 
May you be a keen and sharp reaper in His 
hand, to bring many an outcast from nature's 
darkness into His marvellous light ! Yes, we 

G 
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shall meet in heaven. How foolish I thought 
it was of you to tell me only to believe! — ^me 
so black and vile a sinner; but now I can in- 
deed say, *Abba, Father.' Thanks for the 
little books you sent me, and, believe me, dear 
sir, your humble servant, J. H." {Female Tem- 
porary Some and Dormitory in connexion with the 
Moonlight Mission^ page 18, Statement for 1868.) 

I do not think it necessary to proceed further ; 
for I think the number of instances now given 
will be enough, in the judgment of most per- 
sons, to make it plain that the effects which 
the Gospel produces it does so, not by general 
considerations of religion or morality, but by 
the particular thought which itself declares, that 
God has selected to re-attach the soul to Him, 
the thought of Jesus, which was the second pro- 
position we had to establish. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Experimental Evidence of the OospeL 83 



CONCLUSION. 

This is the mean which Grod has appointed to 
bring us to Himself. He has appointed it. There- 
fore it can do so, and it only can do so. No 
other means can. Some think they have found 
out other means. They say the world has out- 
lived this. It might perhaps have once been use- 
ful : but it has since found out others — ^that they 
are better and more suited to its present ad- 
vancement. But these new means are no means. 
If they were, they could work the end. But 
they cannot. They can do other things, but 
this tiiey caimot do. The [end is life, and God 
is life. But which of them can bring us nearer 
to Him ? Can the best concocted scheme made 
after the latest plan of philosophy so called effect 
it ? Anything else but this, but this it cannot do. 
It may talk, it may discourse, it may spin theories 
without end ^ clothe itself in words of unusual 
sound, and rejoice in the clothing it wears ; it 
may make ignorant people wonder and stupid 
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people stare, and even learned people puzzled. 
But can it give life P Can it put it into a dead 
soul, wake up its extinct embers, and make them 
bum again for union with holiness and with 
Q-od ? Alas, no ; anjrthing else but this. But to 
this test, even its most sanguine votaries would 
scarcely care to apply it : as soon would they 
think by muttering cabalistic charms to resusci- 
tate a corpse. For all that such means can do, 
the soul is just where it was : if it were holy, 
it is holy stiU ; and if it were righteous, it is 
righteous still ; and if it were godless, it is god- 
less still; and if were filthy, it is filthy still. 
And the reason is it hears them not ; they speak 
a language it does not understand. And how 
could it be otherwise P Can means which God has 
not made touch hearts which Grod has made P 
They laugh at such means. The very heads that 
most applaud their hearts most laugh at them. 
They reply, like the man in whom the evil spirit 
was, "Who are ye P" It is the voice of the living 
God alone that can awake the dead ; it rouses the 
most torpid soul, softens the hardest heart, melts 
the most frozen Bpirit, and, speaking into the 
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depths of the mo»t degraded boBom that deBpaira 
of itself, that every one else despiseB, it says, 
" Come up hither." But it only speaks by the 
mean which He has appointed, and that is, His 
only-begotten Son. The thought of Him, — ^the 
cherished, treasured thought of Him, working in 
the soul and leavening there, this it is that does 
the work; and it does it because He has ap- 
pointed it. We may call it old-fashioned, ob- 
solete, and worn out, if we will — ^the dotage of. 
past days, and lost in the blaze of our modem 
light. But it does its work, and therefore it is 
the means of life. The mean that answereth 
the end, that is the mean. And it does so be- 
cause God has appointed it. But how does it 
do so ? In the most natural way possible. The 
more closely we examine its working, the less 
shall we be inclined to think there is anything 
miraculous connected with it, but for this single 
reason, that it alone can do its work. But this 
is the way in which God does all His works, — all 
by rule ; none without. I am sure, if we could 
follow up the way in which the miracles which 
we specially so call were done, we should find 
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they were done in no other way. When Christ 
said, "Peace, be still," and there was a calm, do 
you think that Grod employed new agents, or 
even made old ones act contrary to their natures P 
I am very sure He did not. I am sure, on the 
contrary, nothing new was made ; but oxygen, 
hydrogen, carbonic-acid gas, and all the rest, were 
made to work ; and not only so, but made to 
work in the way they always worked before, the 
only diflFerence being that they would not have 
done that work then unless these words were 
spoken. I feel very sure that if any one could 
have analyzed their working then, he could, if 
he liked, have made out a very good case, and 
shown it was no miracle at all. And in the same 
way, when He turned water into wine, multiplied 
loaves, imstopped deaf ears, made blind men to 
see and lame men to leap, I am very sure, if 
we could track up the way in which these things 
were done, we should find they were all done in 
some such natural way ; that, if we did not 
take into connexion the word which accompanied 
them, we should say there was no miracle at aU. 
And I think it very likely that a great many 
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would not take into connexion this word, so 
rooted is our conyiotion that a miracle is a thing 
that is done by no means at all, or, if by any, 
by such as are unknown. 

But these things have nothing to do with the 
question. The question is, what made them work, 
not what the agents were, and stiU less whether we 
knew them or not, or the manner of their work- 
ing. Yet I am very sure that if now we could 
know the means, for instance, by which the water 
was turned into wine, many would think that 
this knowledge was a full accoimt of the matter ; 
whereas it has nothing to do with the question, 
or at most only pushes the difficulty a step Airther 
back, the real question being, not whether any or 
what means worked, but what made them work — 
that is to say, the problem would be to account 
for the word always accompanying the works. Of 
course, the natural solution of this problem is the 
power of God, not the use of no means or new 
means, or suspensions of the laws of nature or 
violations of these laws. These are all modem 
terms that have no place in the Bible. Christ 
never professed to do works that suspended the 
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laws of nature or the like, but only to do the 
works that "none other man did" or could do. 
And this was quite enough for the purposes of 
proof; this was quite enough to show that God 
was with Him. And the work that He does on 
the human heart is just the same. It is the soli- 
tariness of the effect, not the absence of the 
means, that makes the miracle. . The only differ- 
ence between the miracles of outward nature and 
that of which we speak is this, that the means by 
which they were wrought are unknown to us, for 
this plain reason, that it is not at all necessary 
that we should know them ; but those by which 
this inward change is wrought are known to us 
themselves, and not only themselves, but, in a 
great measure, the manner of their working, be- 
cause it hardly could be otherwise, as the thing 
upon which they are to act is ourselves ; and un- 
less those selves were to be acted on in some way 
contrary to their nature, they must be acted on by 
knowledge and feeling, as this is their nature. 
And therefore the means which change them must 
be such things as they know and feel. This mean 
is the thought of Jesus. It does its work, and, as 
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I said, does it in the most natural way possible. 
The feelings that it touches, the passions it moves, 
are no new ones, only the same that have to do 
with other things. These it makes to do its work. 
But because it makes them to do it, are we for 
this reason to suppose that the work itself is the 
less a proof that the mean has come from Q-od P 
No, truly. You might as weU say, if you found 
out the disposition of elements which turned the 
water into wine, it was this disposition, and not the 
Word that accompanied, that caused the change. 
In both oases the fact remains the same : ^^ No 
man can do these miracles that thou doest imless 
God be with him " No mean can make this change 
in the heart that this maketh unless God be with 
it. Whether we call either miracles is a matter of 
choice, a matter of indifference, indeed, so far as 
the question is concerned. But the solitariness of 
the effect in both cases proves that both came 
from God. If any other man could have done 
the miracles that Christ did, it would not pre- 
sently foUow that God was with him ; and if any 
other means could make the same change in the 
heart of man that the thought of Him makes, it 
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might not follow that this mean was the power of 
' God. But admitting the first in both oases, the 
second must necessarily follow, and in the one 
instance as much as in the other. This is the 
inward witness of the Spirit — ^the witness which 
the truth of God bears to itself. It is as much a 
witness as any other witness, but it is not so 
much attended to. And although there are other 
causes, I think this is not among the least — ^that 
the ways by which it acts are more known to us 
than those of outward works. But I think by this 
time it must have appeared that this is no reason 
at all, as it is the solitariness of the e£Pect in con- 
nexion with a certain thing, and not our know- 
ledge or ignorance of the means by which it 
works, that settles the question whether God has 
chosen it for a certain work. But though this is 
no reason at all why it is the less a proof, it is 
a great reason for another thing, viz., why we are 
bound to prove it — ^that is, to apply it to ourselves. 
If the means were such as we did not know, we 
should have nothing to do with the application of 
them, and the preparation to life, which is their 
natural effect. In the case of other matters, 
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the agent and the subjeot-matter are different. 
In this the subject and the ageixt are the same. 
The mean works upon the person by self-applica- 
tion, by the person applying the mean to him- 
self. Therefore we stand to it, in its operation 
upon ourselves, in the same relation as the apostles 
and other servants of God stood to certain 
unknown means in their effects upon outward 
things. Who, therefore, shall be fit for the 
Life which has been fitted for them P They, and 
only they, who work this miracle and work it 
upon themselves ; and the mean by which they 
work it is the thought of Jesus, for this is the 
mean which God has chosen. 

Let us try it and test it, and then we shall 
find that it produces the effect required, and yet 
that it is not it that produces it, but the Spirit 
of God, which worketh in it and by it ; for it is 
the Spirit that beareth witness, for the Spirit 
is Truth. 

THE END. 
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